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peratures opened up a new field for chemical re-
search, and are especially valuable to astronomy
by indicating the probable chemical reactions
and condition of matter in the sun and in the
stars, and to geology by showing the complex
changes in the composition of matter which
must have occurred in the gradual cooling of the
earth. Moissan was also one of the first chem-
ists to utilise liquid air as a refrigerant, in the
study of chemical reactions at extremely low
temperatures, and devised ingenious apparatus
for his purpose." *

In the "brilliant array" of French chemists
we must not fail to mention M. and Mme.
Curie. "It is a rare combination," says again
Dr. Wiley, "to see husband and wife equally
eminent in the most difficult and recondite
branches of chemical investigations. The world
was shocked by the accidental death of M.
Curie, but it has been no less surprised at the
brilliant work of Madame Curie since-her hus-
band's death. It is not because of a feeling of
gallantry, but of real accomplishment, that the
chemical world bows before Madame Curie. . . .
The examples I have mentioned are only types
of brilliant and magnificent work of French
chemists during the past third of a century.

Letter, Sept., 1909.